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Brooke Osborne and Terry Dial

University HappeningsUniversity Happenings
USU Moab Hires Two New ENVS Faculty

Utah State University Moab is pleased to welcome two 
new faculty to the Department of Environment and Society in 
the S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney College of Natural Resources. 
Brooke Osborne and Terry Dial will join the campus faculty 
to begin the fall 2022 semester.

“I am giddy that Dr. Osborne and Dr. Dial will be joining 
the USU Moab team,” said Lianna Etchberger, associate 
vice president for USU Moab. “They are 
excellent researchers who are heavily 
embedded in the local research groups 
as well as in the Moab community. They 
will strengthen our teaching staff  and 
signifi cantly contribute to knowledge that 
helps managers to better steward our natural 
environment.”

Osborne and Dial are actually a 
married couple. Dial had been working 
at USU Moab as an adjunct professor, 
teaching anatomy and physiology labs while Osborne 
was doing research for the U.S. Geological Survey 
in Moab. Now, the couple will both join the EVNS 
department.

Osborne is an ecosystem ecologist who is an 
expert in biogeochemistry, soil science, and microbial 
ecology. She graduated in 2008 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Environmental Toxicology from Penn State University, a 
master’s degree in Ecology from Colorado State University 
and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Ecology from Brown 
University. Her research emphasizes dryland and tropical forest 
ecosystems.

“My research tackles big picture questions about the 
ways in which terrestrial ecosystems respond to and shape 
our changing world,” Osborne said. “I am motivated by the 
urgent need for improved forecasts of ecosystem responses to 
disturbance and global change and for innovative solutions to 
solving some of our most pressing environmental challenges.”

One theme that Osborne hopes to research is soil carbon 
storage and vulnerability to global change. The research on 
this theme is scarce when it comes to data from dryland soil, 
so Osborne hopes her research will contribute to this area of 
study. She is excited to start at the university and be in the 
desert landscape.

“I could not be more excited about this opportunity to build 
teaching and research programs focused on applied ecology and 
based in the desert Southwest,” Osborne said. “Moab is a special 
place with unique, world-class educational opportunities and I 
look forward to creating place-based courses for USU students. 
I am thrilled to be joining the Quinney College, Department 
of Environment and Society, USU Moab, and Statewide 

communities and look forward to meeting everyone!”
Dial is an organismal biologist. He graduated with 

a bachelor’s degree in Biology from Loyola Marymount 
University in 2007, a master’s degree in Biology from the 

University of Utah in 2010 and a 
Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary 
Biology from Brown University 
in 2016. Dial then went on to be a 
postdoctoral fellow in Organismic 
and Evolutionary Biology at Harvard 
University from 2017-19. Dial loves 
to study animal anatomy and

“I love to look at how animals 
are put together,” Dial said. “The 
study of anatomy allows us to peer 

“under the hood” of an animal to witness the animal’s 
innerworkings–the nuts and bolts– and to gain a 
deeper understanding of how natural selection shapes 
anatomical traits. I have been teaching anatomy for the 
past 10 years and am elated to have the opportunity 
to serve the Moab community in this capacity going 

forward.”
In addition to teaching, Dial looks forward to continuing 

his research, which has included studying fi sh (guppies and 
trout) as well as birds (waterfowl and upland gamebirds). 
This research has already taken him near and far, from the 
trout streams of Montana to the tropical waters of Trinidad 
and Tobago.

“I am excited to contribute to the scholastic development 
of USU students in both QCNR as well as the College of 
Science,” Dial said. “USU Moab has great potential to serve the 
local community as well as to educate the whole USU system 
through proper utilization of its resources. I look forward to 
working with all of these current and novel collaborators to 
maximize USU Moab’s impact.”

Located in the outdoor recreation paradise of Moab and 
boasting one of the greenest buildings on any USU campus, 
Utah State University Moab off ers students the personalized 
attention and small class sizes of a small-town college with the 
resources of a large university. With programs such as Nursing, 
Elementary Education, Recreation Resource Management 
and Social Work, technical education in Health Professions, 
Automotive and Business, and degree options ranging from 
associate to doctorate degrees, USU Moab off ers programs 
that help fuel local economies and empower individuals and 
their communities. Learn more at moab.usu.edu.

Join Canyonlands Field Institute, the US Forest 
Service, and Moab Community Cycles on August 6 & 7
for some volunteering and free camping in the La Sal 
Mountains! With summer temperatures rising, there is 
no better escape from the Moab heat than the cool aspen 
groves of the mountains. CFI is excited to team up with 
the US Forest Service to create this opportunity for 
Moab residents to give back to our beloved forest. Under 
the guidance of the Forest Service, we will work on 
improvement projects around Warner Lake that include 
barrier construction, vegetation management, and other 
projects to restore and protect the natural area. 

After the service project, the fun continues with 
a group hike or bike ride in partnership with Moab 
Community Cycles! We are excited to partner with former 
CFI staff  Evan Smiley who repairs and donates bikes to 
the Moab community, check out his community tune-ups 
at the Moab Valley Multicultural Center! Stick around for 
these optional excursions followed by a relaxing night 
under the stars at Warner Lake Campground.

We will also be riding on the Hazard County trail 
Sunday morning. CFI will provide lunch, dinner, and 
breakfast. A shuttle to and from Moab is also provided, 
however, we will not have space for your bike. This 
event is free and food, snacks, and space to camp are all 
provided. Let’s come together as a community and give 
back to the Manti-La Sal National Forest while enjoying a 
break from the Moab heat. Email development@cfi moab.
org for more information and to register.  And be sure to 
mention read about it in Moab Happenings.


